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Scientific projects – Mediterranean Missions
Morocco



The call for projects for the Morocco mission of Monaco Explorations’ Mediterranean Missions is open until 12 May 2026.



Since their launch in 2017, Monaco Explorations, a platform supporting H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco’s commitment to knowledge, sustainable management and the protection of the ocean, has organised or supported 20 missions around the world. 

· Background to the Mediterranean Missions

In a global context marked by ecological urgency, Monaco Explorations is fully aligned with the objectives of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, adopted at COP15 in 2022. This historic text sets an ambitious target: to protect at least 30% of terrestrial and marine habitats by 2030, a goal known as the "30×30".

Rolled out between 2025 and 2030, the Mediterranean Missions comprise several national campaigns, developed in close consultation with local partners and institutions, and coordinated within a coherent regional strategy.
Their ambition is clear: to support the strengthening of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) by combining habitat mapping, ecological assessments, the development of tools for MPA managers, and the promotion of best practices. All of this is underpinned by a deliberate synergy between field-based scientific research, proactive environmental diplomacy and ambitious public outreach.

· Background to the Morocco mission

The second of the Mediterranean Missions, following an initial mission to Greece in October 2025, the Morocco mission will take place over approximately forty days, between March and April 2027, aboard the exploration yacht Malizia Explorer, the specifications of which are detailed in the appendix, along with the scientific equipment on board.
The navigation area and the area for carrying out scientific projects will cover the return journey between Monaco and the Mediterranean coast of Morocco, from Tangier to Saïdia, with activities preferably focused around the marine protected areas of Al Hoceima and Jebel Moussa.




· Expectations of the call for projects

Applications for scientific projects must follow the guiding principle of the scientific programme of the Monaco Explorations’ Mediterranean Missions: The connectivity between pelagic and benthic environments and its role in the spread, in particular, of invasive species and pollution, reveal the diversity and complexity of the Mediterranean’s marine ecosystems, which marine protected areas are designed to safeguard.

These projects should fall within two main approaches:
· A local approach involving scientific projects or activities in collaboration with marine protected area managers in Morocco, or the local scientific community (researchers, universities, laboratories, etc.). The aim will be to assist the host country in enhancing and, where appropriate, improving the actions it undertakes to manage its marine protected areas, to promote this tool, and to receive the data collected during the Monaco Explorations mission so that it can be integrated into the decision-making process.
· A regional approach involving one or more projects across the Mediterranean, or even beyond, which may or may not be directly linked to marine protected areas, in partnership with major scientific stakeholders in the Mediterranean basin, and for the duration of the Mediterranean Missions or the project itself. This will enable, in conjunction with the network of scientific partners in Monaco and the Mediterranean basin, a significant contribution to one or more large-scale scientific projects having an impact on the protection of biodiversity in the Mediterranean. The aim will therefore be to ensure that the project does not compete with broader initiatives in the Mediterranean, and to ensure that the projects submitted, as far as possible, complement these programmes.

In both approaches, projects must propose studies of the water column, the seabed, and coastal and/or offshore habitats that contribute to our understanding of biodiversity in the Mediterranean within the relevant area, and which are relevant to decision-making regarding the establishment or management of marine protected areas. Projects proposing collaborations with the local scientific community will be encouraged, as will partnerships with non-scientific communities (e.g. indigenous communities, local stakeholders, etc.). 

· Application guidelines

1. Application form: The following application form must be completed and returned by 12 May 2026 to the following address: contact@monacoexplorations.org

2. Selection Committee: The scientific programme for the Morocco mission will be developed based on the responses to this call for proposals, which will be reviewed by a Selection Committee of experts, also involving the host country (Morocco) and a representative of the vessel to be used.

3. Funding: The Monaco Explorations Society covers the vessel’s charter costs and the logistics and operational costs of the scientific projects during the mission, from the port of embarkation to the port of disembarkation. 
Unless otherwise agreed on a case-by-case basis, logistics costs before and after the mission (mission costs up to embarkation and from disembarkation, return transport of equipment and samples, etc.), as well as costs related to the analysis of the collected data, are normally the responsibility of each team.

4. Support agreement: If selected, the project will be subject to a support agreement between Monaco Explorations and the project leader.

5. Scientific report: An interim scientific report will be required three months after the end of the mission, and a final report one year after the end of the mission. This report will be shared with the host state and, subject to the host state’s provisions, the data will remain freely accessible.

6. Available resources and equipment: The specifications of the vessel Malizia Explorer and the equipment it carries are set out in the present document’s appendices.
The use of additional resources, the cost of which must be subject to a negotiated allocation between the service provider, the project leader, Monaco Explorations and, where applicable, the host state, may be considered. These resources are as follows:
· COSMA drone: https://cosma.tech/
· ALSEAMAR glider: see the appendix, and https://www.alseamar-alcen.com/ocean-science-sector/seaexplorer-gliders/

7. Timetable (subject to change): 
· 12 May 2026: deadline for submission of proposals
· 20 May 2026: Selection Committee meeting 
· 10 June 2026: Review of the scientific programme for the Morocco mission by Monaco Explorations’ Board of Directors
· August 2026: Release of the first draft programme
· September 2026: submission of diplomatic requests for authorisation to carry out scientific work
· November 2026: release of the final programme
· November/December 2026: Review and signing of project support agreements 
· March/April 2027: Morocco mission
· 31 July 2027: deadline for the submission of interim scientific reports
· 30 April 2028: deadline for the submission of final scientific reports

8. Contact details:
Mr Xavier PRACHE 
Director of Monaco Explorations, Head of Operations and Mission Leader for Morocco
Monaco Explorations Society - c/o Oceanographic Museum - Avenue Saint-Martin 
MC 98000 Monaco - Principality of Monaco 
xprache@monacoexplorations.org
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